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Meals - Lunch Menu  
The Menu for the week beginning 04.01.22 is  

Menu 89 

Additional Letters 

Goodbye 

It is with great sadness that I write this final newsletter as today is my last day as Headteacher of Ardleigh St. Mary’s 
after just over 14 years. 

There have been so many highlights during this time that it is impossible for me to list them all here. However, I do know that without the support of everyone that has been connected 
with the school during this time; pupils, staff, governors, parents, our amazing Friends of (past and present members) and the wider community, we could never have achieved as much as 

we have. 

Leading and teaching in a small, village school, is a demanding and challenging responsibility. My aim has always been to create a safe and nurturing environment which allows children to 
be happy and develop a lifelong interest in learning.  I would like to think that I have been able to contribute to this goal. 

I am so pleased that we have been able to provide so many opportunities and experiences for the children to participate in and I know that Mr Kempster will endeavour to carry on these 
varied activities. 

It has been an honour and privilege to lead this unique school, to teach such wonderful children and to work with the amazing staff. The relationships with the families that have been 
built and developed over the years are very special to me and will stay with me for many years to come. Th support I have received from the Governing Body has been fantastic. 

There are many things I will miss about Ardleigh St. Mary’s; most of all being able to greet the children every morning and seeing their happy, smiling faces and their eagerness to come 
to school and the people that I meet daily and interact with. A school community, in my opinion should be a family, and I feel that, between everyone involved with the school; pupils, 

families, staff governors, wider community, we have achieved a real family feeling in and around the school. 
 I am so proud to have been the Headteacher of this truly amazing school.   
I wish you all the very best for Christmas, the new year and the future.  

Take care and keep safe. 
Best Wishes 
Ms Parker



Breakfast with Santa 
On Monday the 13th of December we had a breakfast with Santa. This 

was organised by our Friends of Association. 
We were given little boxes of food that were really yummy! Once we had 

started our food, we got big chocolate Santa’s from Santa which all of the 
children got. Also, we got to do word searches and other things.  
It was so much fun and we hope Santa visits us again next year! 

We like to say a huge thank you to our Friends of Association for organising such a 
great event. 

By Poppy Waddell - Y5 and Evelyn Coombs - Y5

Pantomime Trip 
On Tuesday 14th December we all went by coach to the Mercury Theatre to 

watch Aladdin.   
I really liked the pantomime because it was very funny, I loved all the 

costumes and all the booing and screaming.  
It is such a great experience, especially for the little ones, we got the front seats which were 

amazing and we got to see all the props which was really cool!   
I would definitely recommend this trip.   

Widow Twankey was especially funny because she picked on Mr Adams from the kitchen and 
Mrs Carey, thank goodness they were good sports.   

The journey was nice and smooth and on the way back to the school we got to see the 
beautiful Christmas lights, which was an amazing end to our day out. 

by Megan Davis - Y6 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Friends Of 
 

Friends of 100 Club news

Christmas Lunch Poem 
'Twas the 15th of December when all through the school, we all left our 

classes, and ran for the hall.  
The tables were set, the tree shining bright, and the smell of Ruth’s food was 

an amazing delight. 
There were potatoes and turkey, and stuffing galore, it left all the children shouting 

for more. 
We pulled Christmas crackers, and laughed with our friends, we did not want this 

scrumptious dinner to end. 
As the dinner was over, Ms Parker did call, “Merry Christmas children and Happy New 

Year to you all!!” 
By Farris and Oakley Cavalier - Y5 

Dates For Your Diary 
*17.12.21 Break up for Christmas Holidays 

*04.01.22 Non Pupil Day 
*05.01.22 Children return to school for the beginning of the Spring Term 2022 

Non Pupil Days 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 - Vision Day 
Friday 11th February 2022 - Joint training with Stour Education Partnership 

Monday 6th June 2022 - Assessment

Have a lovely holiday - Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
Take care   

From all at Ardleigh St. Mary’s

Christmas Events


